Introduction
During the 19 th century there were a lot of bandits worldwide. The dictionaries define a bandit in two ways: First meaning is a person living the lifestyle of outlawry 1 and the second meaning is also a member of an armed gang.
2 It is clear that people
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know the names of some of them, because the bandits are popular among the public. Thanks to Eric Hobsbawm the bandits have become an important subject of academic work since 1969. 3 Moreover some artists have been inspired by the bandits and they have done many artistic works, such as films, novels and poems. Some bandits were also famous in their time and they were the subject of some plays and poems when they were alive.
Bandits became prevalent in Cyprus in the 1890's. They were known as Hasan Polias. There are three poems about them. This study will compare the poems of Christodoulos Tsiapouras and Hafız Cemaleddin. The third poem was not found which was written by Kiryako Papadopulo.
There are three main themes in the two poems. The first theme is the bandits and the people who were kidnapped by them. The second theme is the bandits and the Cyprus Police Force (Zaptiehs) and the third one is also the bandits and the men killed by Hasan Polias. The poets both praise and criticise the bandits in the poems. However the approaches of the poets are different from each other, because their national identities were different. Hafız Cemaleddin was Turkish Cypriot, as Hasan Polias. Christodoulos Tsiapouras was also Greek Cypriot. Therefore this study will dwell upon these topics.
1.The History of Hasan Polias in Cyprus
Hobsbawm famously claims that anyone belonging to a group of men, who attack, rob and resort to brute force, are branded as bandits by the government. 4 In the 19 th century such a group of the bandits appeared in Cyprus. The history of the bandits goes back to the family of Polia. During this time the Cypriot Government applied some special measures such as to enact new laws, to increase the number of police force and to imprison the friends and supporters of the fugitives. The Government published a reward. According to it, if anyone helped the police to arrest them, the government would give him a hundred liras as the reward. Finally, a Turkish Cypriot named Talha gave secret information to the Police. One night, when the fugitives were sleeping, they were captured by the police, judged and hanged.
However the public were very supportive of the bandits and some poets were inspired by the story of Hasan Polias. For example, three poems were written and published about them in the end of 1800s. Two of the poems were written by Greek Cypriots named Kiryako Papadopulo and Christodoulos Tsiapouras. 1000 copies of Kiryako Papadopulo's poem were published on January 7th, 1896 by the Greek Cypriot publisher while they were still fugitives. Its name was "The Song of Hasanpolias." 1000 copies of Christodoulos Tsiapouras's poem was also published on March 9th, 1896 after the bandits were captured. The latter 1000 copies of this poem were published again on March 19th, 1896. Its name was also "The Song of Hasanpolias." 5 After the bandits were hanged, a Turkish Cypriot poet named Hafız Cemaleddin also wrote a poem about them. Its name was "Cyprus Bandit under the British Rule." 6 600 copies of Hafız Cemaleddin's poem were published on June 21 st , 1896.
2.The Bandits and the Women Kidnapped by Them
It is believed that Hasan Polias were clearly bandits, but some people think of them as noble bandits. According to Hobsbawm, the noble bandits have some features and their "relation with peasants is that of total solidarity and identity. According to Christodoulos Tsiapouras, all women were afraid of the fugitives. Therefore, they could not go to their fields. They could not irrigate their potatoes which were withered. He explained:
"
Women could not go their fields, even if one time in week,
The potatoes withered, they were without water.
3.The Bandits and the [Zaptiehs] Cyprus Police Force
The Hasan Polias were fugitives. Although a very large reward was offered for their capture by the government, the Paphos villagers didn't betray them. Moreover Hasan Polias clearly struck terror on many villages. Christodoulos Tsiapouras also wrote about these policemen. According to him, Delevando was impatient and wanted to hunt them today or tomorrow. He explained: "They killed the tenant of Delavando, It would almost live only Delavando's name." Mavrokordato was chasing them forever. He wanted to arrest them. He also told Mustafa Şevki. According to him, "There was a Captain, he was fat and brave." His name was Mustafa Şevki Efendi. Spiros was a police officer. He took some information from Aliye, who was kidnapped by the fugitives.
According to him, the police who followed the fugitives were not cowards. But they wanted to be far from the fugitives, because they would lose their life.
According to Christodoulos Tsiapouras, the fugitives were notorious. For example, Hüseyin was a "snake". Therefore they were with the Devil. But the Devil decided that there was a job to finish. It is clear that the poet used some metaphors in his poem, such as snake and Devil. Therefore he described the bandits: "The old Devil will finish the job", "As we said the Devil is carrying on this play", "The crippled Devil disturbed them".
4.The Bandits and the Men Killed by Them
Hobsbawm argues that there are too many words describing noble bandit and "it may be summarized in nine points." 9 Especially
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the fourth point shows that the bandits of Hasan Polias are not noble bandits, because the noble bandit "never kills but in self-defence or just revenge"
According to Christodoulos Tsiapouras, the fugitives killed fourteen people. Most of them were Greek Cypriots. He did not write their names. Hafız Cemaleddin did not explain how many people were killed by them but mentioned some names, such as Cücüyani and New Hristofi. While Cücüyani was going to a festival, the fugitives shot him, because he was the informant. Hafız Cemaleddin depicted it like this:
" The Cypriot government started to research about the bandits of Hasan Polias and inspector Kareklas was charged with this matter in 1937. He visited villages and talked with peasants. The report of Kareklas is very important, because he met peasants and officers who were eyewitnesses of the occurrence of Hasan Polias. Also this report shows that after almost 40 years, the government took an interest in the bandits.
Conclusion
Hasan Polias tried to live like outlaws in Cyprus in the late of 19 th century, when Cyprus was part of the British colony. The government promised to catch the bandits and the reward that it offered in return for any information was a very significant amount. However nobody gave information about Hasan Polias, because people supported them.
There are many works relating to Hasan Polias, such as novels, dramas and poems. The two poems that are especially important were written by Hafız Cemaleddin and Christodoulos Tsiapouras. Although there is only one fact about the bandits, the poem's perspectives are different from each other. The poets emphasized the different parts of the fact. Both of poets also praised the fugitives. There were some statements in their poems that lead us to believe that they praised them. There can be no doubt that the two poets supported the bandits, who rebelled against the government which was managed by the British government. However the two
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poems are different from each other, because Hasan Polias were Turkish Cypriots and it is believed that Hafız Cemaleddin commented on them positively. Christodoulos Tsiapouras was also Greek Cypriot and his opinion consists of critical details about the bandits.
